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A Farewell to Wednesday Night Suppers? 
Over the last several years, many of us have enjoyed the Wednesday 
night suppers in the reception room.  These meals, served between 5:30 
and 6:30 during the entire program year, save time for busy families 
every week.   We enjoy the fellowship and convenience afforded by this 
service, as well! 
 

One or two people from our congregation actually felt a calling to serve 
Prince of Peace by providing this service and they usually prepared and 
served the food themselves.  As time went on and schedules changed, 
these members moved on to other opportunities, and new ways of 
“staffing” the suppers have been implemented.  Unfortunately, we do not 
currently have enough volunteers to continue the supper after this May. 
 

We can change this.  If you are someone who enjoys the Wednesday 
suppers, or even if you don’t attend but think it is an important service, 
we need your support.  Call or send an email to the church office if 
you are willing to prepare and serve dinner to around 40 people.  
Please indicate how often you would be willing to do this. 
 

A long list of committed people is needed to make Wednesday suppers a 
“go”, so we are anxious to hear from  you! 
 

God bless,   
Stephanie Lundorff and Lynda Peterson 
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Please pray for our youth who will be confirmed. 
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Date Worship Adult Ed Youth/Adult Children/Adult 
3/16 268 35 4/2 33/11 
3/20 84    
3/21 161    
3/23 381    
3/30 232 47 6/3 27/7 
4/6 234 49 8/3 19/11 
4/13 284 47 7/3 26/11 
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Contributor: Barry Brahier, Congregation President 
 

There is a lot to be inspired by here at Prince of Peace. 
God’s presence is everywhere. Worship provides 
thought-provoking guidance and music that glimpses 
the divine. Children and youth are brought up in faith 
and adults are brought along in their faith. These 
ministries and many more are “seen” ministries. I want 
to share about the “unseen” ministry of serving on a 
committee because committee service provides equal 
opportunities for inspiration and you shouldn’t miss out 
on them. 
 

Committees in general are often unduly criticized. A 
friend once told me “God so loved the world he didn’t 
send a committee.” But at Prince of Peace committees 
made up of people just like you create from scratch the 
actions of this body of Christ. This body has life to a 
great extent because of our committee ministry. 
 

OK, so someone has to “do the work,” right? But that 
misses out on what “ministry” is. Dictionary definitions 
are poor, defining ministry as “the act or instance of 
ministering” and ministering as “to attend to the wants 
and needs of others.” What’s missing is the powerful 
benefits of ministry to those who do the ministering. I 
believe the Holy Spirit provides a sustaining power to 
those who minister that surpasses our understanding. 
There is something working in me when I serve that is 
bigger than me and profoundly inspires me. I don’t 
want to sound selfish here, but ministering is a thrill 
and that applies to committee service too! So if you are 
serving on a committee, thank you and please don’t 
miss out on the inspiration your service provides you. If 
you aren’t serving on a committee, when the 
opportunity comes, jump at it! I know from experience 
the thrill it is to be used by God in this way. 

Prince of Peace Council Corner Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, ELCA 
2561 N. Victoria St., Roseville, MN  55113 
 

Office Hours 
8:30am to 5:00pm  Monday-Friday   
Saturday hours are available upon request 
 

Contact information 
Office             651-484-4144   
Fax             651-484-7028 
Office e-mail            office@princeofpeace.tc 
 

Web Address:  www.princeofpeace.tc   
 

Staff 
Andrew Rogness                    Senior Pastor       
andrew.rogness@princeofpeace.tc 
 

Anita Beste                 Associate Pastor      
anita.beste@princeofpeace.tc 
 

Carol Garbisch                     Parish Administrator          
carol.garbisch@princeofpeace.tc or  
office@princeofpeace.tc 
 

Audrey Fairchild-Ehm                         Youth Minister           
audrey.fairchild-ehm@princeofpeace.tc 
 

Milt Warkentien                   Music Ministry Coordinator 
Mark Hanson                                            Organist 
Kathy Tunseth                                         Choral Director   
Kristen Haakenson               Bells of Peace Director 
Melissa Burke            Children’s Choir Director 
Leah Weiler           Children’s Choir Accompaniment  
Steve Andert                                          Custodian 

Financial Information  
 

Income Year to Date  
March 2008 = $327,986 

Expenses Year to Date  
March 2008 = $320,183 
 

General Fund Bal = $7804 

Building Fund Bal = $318,924 
Other Funds Balance = $89,235 
 
 

Budget Benevolences paid in March. 
ELCA Benevolence $2,000 
Global Mission Institute $500 
Missionary Sponsorship  $1,350 

The deadline for articles for the June Vine is May 9, July 
Vine is June 6. The deadline for bulletin announcements is 
Wednesday at noon of each week. Please e-mail your  
information to Carol at office@princeofpeace.tc or drop off 
the info in the church office. 

Maundy Thursday worship 

Good Friday worship  

Easter Worship 



Page 3 

 
LEST THE SHADOW DESTROY US… 
 
I once heard the author Parker Palmer talk about 
the difficulty of living in Christian community. 
He said that no matter what Christian community 
a person lives in, the most difficult person to 
deal with is always there.  It took a moment for 
me to realize that he was talking about one’s 
self. We cannot control others’ behavior, but we 
have some hope to shape our own. 
 

Recently in adult education, member Bob Hurlbut spoke of Carl Jung’s im-
age of the shadow side of each of us and the necessity of naming it, facing it, 
as a part of growing into greater individual health. To ignore or deny our 
shadow leaves us vulnerable to its power in shaping our thoughts and behav-
ior. Moreover, we are more likely to blame others for problems that arise, 
without being honest about our part in it. 
 
We know from childhood lessons and ritual practice that “confession is good 
for the soul.” To name thoughts and actions that spring from our shadow 
lessens the power of the shadow. We name them in order to let them go into 
God’s forgiveness, which in turn frees us to engage life as children of light.   
 
Just as there is a shadow side to each individual, societies and cultures can 
exhibit collective shadows. A corollary to Parker Palmer’s insight was ex-
pressed long ago in the words of the cartoon character, Pogo: “We have seen 
the enemy and he is us.” However, the collective “us” has difficulty naming 
emerging shadows that grow in their threat to our collective well-being. 
 
For example, why is there so little discussion about how to put a cap on, and 
reduce, human population? We know that by our sheer and growing numbers 
we are depleting our fisheries, our top soil, our forests, our fresh water, liv-
able habitats, other species, increasing global warming, and in the long (or 
short?) run, risking our own catastrophic demise as a species. Can we talk 
about this? Other issues follow from this one. 
 
For example, are we living with an assumption that we have a right to as 
much energy as can be produced and purchased? Our increased demand and 
production of energy has many shadows to it. One that is just now coming to 
light, is the correlation between energy production and consumption and the 
rise in food costs, making the poor and hungry even more vulnerable to star-
vation. How do we cap our energy appetite? 
 
Naming the shadows is a beginning towards health. Changing shadow-based 
behavior is a great challenge. For this challenge we have the power of being 
created in God’s image, we have each other, and we have God’s presence to 
strengthen us for these great tasks. 

Andrew 

Prayer Chain  
Requests 
If you have a prayer 
request please call the 

church office or e-mail  
 office@princeofpeace.tc. 
On the weekend call or e-mail 
Linda Olson 651-482-8543 
lmolson66@gmail.com (new 
e-mail address). 
 

Reserve a room for your 
meetings.  PoP is used by 
many of our members and 
committees as well as a few 
outside groups.  Contact the 
church office to reserve a room 
as soon as possible.  See the 
calendar in this newsletter or 
go to the website to view the     
up-to-date calendar. 
 

Equal Exchange coffee sales  
Coffee is sold at our cost. 
Please support the Lutheran 
World Relief Coffee project.  
Please remember to pay for the 
coffee you take. 
 

Meals on Wheels  
May 5 and June 16 

 

Prayer Shawl Knitting 
Contact Donna Gramstad 
651-407-2976. 
 

Interested in Quilting? 
Scheduled days for quilting. 
Thursday, May 15 
Call Joyce Mallory 484-2523 
 

Library Cleaning day      
3rd Tuesday of each  
month at 1:00pm 
 

Computer Class provided by 
Harris Mallory 
3rd Wed. each month at 9:30 
 

 

May 2008 

Message from  
Pastor Andrew Rogness 
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May Birthdays 

Thank you 
        Thank you so much for the prayers, cards, prayer 

shawl and well wishes during my recent knee injury.  
What a blessing it is to be part of such a caring 
congregation!     Caryn Josephson 
 

Thank you to Gloria Rockne for many years of serving 
on the kitchen committee.  Your help in maintaining 
the cleanliness of the kitchen is appreciated.  

Dee Nelson 
 

 MINNESOTA FOOD AND CASH DRIVE 
Your participation in the annual MN Food Share 
Drive netted  over 650 pounds of food and $2654.67 
in donations to supply our local food shelf site located 
at Fairview Community Center and run by the 
Roseville Golden Kiwanis Club.  The cash donations 
greatly stretch grocery buying power and can provide 
perishable food. 

Thank you all for your contributions.  Thank you also 
to our church’s Food Shelf Committee: Holly Marsh, 
Jerene Mortenson, Greg Osborne, Marvin Lee, and 
Anne Haugan; to Gary Peterson for delivering the 
food; and to all the elves who helped collect the food 
during the Sunday worship offerings. Prince of Peace 
will continue to collect food every Communion 
Sunday. 
 
 

Towel Package Donations 
Much appreciation goes to all those who donated bath 
towels, hand towels, washcloths, soap, and ready-
made towel packages for the material offering at the 
St. Paul Area Synod Women’s Convention on April 11 
and 12.  Twenty-two Towel Packages were donated by 
Prince of Peace to be distributed by Lutheran Social 
Service to new refugees and to homeless shelters.  

SECOND HARVEST THANK YOU’S 
Therese Everson, Judy Florine, Roger Hintze, Vera Ista, Kay M. Johnson, Jim Josephson, Peggy Lee, Joyce 
Mallory, and Esther Tatley spent an evening at Second Harvest Food Share writing nearly 200 thank you letters 
to contributors.   With hand written thank you's, research shows people will more likely contribute again. 
 

They learned a new term, "rescued food."  This is food that is at or near expiration and would be thrown.  
Instead the food is picked up and distributed to food shelves where it will go out to people immediately. 
Last year Second Harvest food rescue collected and  distributed an average of 183,300 pounds of food PER 
MONTH! 



Page 5 

Greetings from the Music Ministry Coordinator—Milt Warkentien 

Confirmation, Mother’s Day and Memorial Day!   
 

Confirmation (May 11) - A day we watch young 
people begin their own journey of faith. Take time to 
reflect and renew your own journey. 
       

Mother’s Day (May 11) - How can we ever express 
enough thanks for what our mothers have given us? 
Take time to also thank all the people in your life that 
have been your “second” mothers. (Mother - in-law, a 
friend’s mom or just someone that took the time to 
care for you) 
 

Memorial Day (May 25) - Take time to give thanks 
for those that have given their life in honor of our 
country and all those that are gone that you hold dear 
in your hearts. 
 

We will lift up these days in worship this month. We 
also come to the end of Prince of Peace’s choir season. 
On May 18 we will have a musical Sunday celebrating 
the time and talents of all our choirs.  

Since the choirs will be done after May 18, I am 
looking for people to do the special music throughout 
the summer. See me if you are interested or sign up on 
the schedule on the Chancel Choir room door. 
• May 4 - ELW setting 6 - Communion 
• May 11 - Band Led 
• May 18 - Communion - Musical Celebration 

Sunday 
• May 25 – 1st outdoor Worship of the season 

featuring Mama Dig Down Brass Band members 
(One Service 10:00am) 

• June 1 – ELW setting 6 – Communion (summer 
schedule begins; 8:30 and 10:00 services) 

 
May God bless us all, Milt  

May 2008 

May Schedule 
Jr. / Sr. High Youth Choir Practice  
 

7:45 May 7 and 14 to sing at  
BOTH services May 18. 
 
 

POP Ensemble Practice  
May 7 and 14 at 7:15 for BOTH  services May 18 
 

No practices after May 18 unless something else 
comes up. 
 
There may be opportunities for instrumentalists during 
the year, too. See me if you’re interested in soloing or 
playing in a small ensemble.  
 

 

Jazz/Brass Band 
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Summer Programming—Children and Families—Register Now! 

 
Peace in the Park 

[aka All Church Vacation Bible 
School] 

June 11, 18, 25  
 

Wednesday Evenings  6 -8 pm 
Free!   All Ages Expected! 

Roasted hot dogs * Campfire Singing 
Crafts * Games * Nature Walks 

Enjoy Central Park & Lake Bennett 
 

 
Finding The Way 
4  Wednesdays in July 

July 9, 16, 23, 30      
9 am – 4 pm 

 
Service Project *Outdoor Adventure  

*Bible Study *Drama *Crafts 
For Grades 2 – 7  

Cost: $10/day    (Scholarships available) 
Come 1, 2, 3, or all 4 days! 

 
Child’s Name _____________________________ Birth Date ___________  Grade in Sept 2008 __________ 
 
Parent/Guardian __________________________   Allergies or Medical Concerns: ______________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________ Cell: ____________  Email: _______________ Emergency Phone: _____________ 
 
Early Registration helps our planning.  Registration deadline – 1 week prior to the event. 
       Rainforest Adventure Vacation Bible School – June 9-13      $40 $     
       Peace in the Park – Evenings of June 11, 18, 25     
   (a.k.a. All Church Vacation Bible School)    $     Free    
 
       Family Camp at Clearwater Forest – June 20-22      $100 Deposit $     
       Finding the Way – $10/day 
     ____July 9    ____July 16    ____July 23    ____July 30  $     
 
        Total  $     
I would like to volunteer with (indicate dates and/or activity): 
 

Return to:  Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 2561 N. Victoria, Roseville, MN, 55113 

Vacation Bible School  
June 9-13 (Mon – Fri) 

9 am – 12 noon 
For Age 3 – Grade 7 

Cost: $40   (Scholarships available) 
Bible Stories * Music * Art * Science 

Games * Worship * Storytelling 
 
 
 
 
 

 Family Camp at Clearwater Forest  
near Brainerd, MN 

June 20-22 (Fri evening - Sun noon) 
For Families of All Sizes, Shapes, & Ages! 
Come enjoy nature & beautiful Bay Lake! 

 

Led by Pastor Beste and our 
new Children’s Ministry Coordinator. 

Deposit –  $100/family  
 

Final cost depends on our group size 
and your choice of Eagle Lodge or 

camping. 
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Thoughts from Audrey 

While at the seminary in the 1970’s, those of us in the 
youth ministry Master of Arts program were asked over and 
over again, “How are you going to change the movement of 
once - confirmed young people taking leave from the 
church?”  It was in the seventies that we (church leaders) 
were becoming aware that, with the boomer generation, 
those who stepped away from church after confirmation 
were not returning after marriage or the birth of their first 
child as was true with previous generations. 
 

In May, nine of our youth will be affirming their baptism at 
Prince of Peace.  Over the years, I have met with young 
people as they leave confirmation behind and enter into a 
new relationship with their congregations.  One of the 
conversations I invite them into is, “What is life after 
confirmation and what are your plans to continue growing 
in your faith?”    
 

As good Lutherans we take seriously Martin Luther’s Small 
Catechism.  In the course of confirmands’ confirmation 
education, they have studied the Ten Commandments.  As 
we engage in conversation, I remind our youth that the 3rd 
Commandment is really about, “How we (people of faith) 
live in a ‘faithful’ relationship with our God.”  This 
commandment is about God’s desire to be in relationship 
with us—he wants to be our God, important in our lives.   
 

God does not say, “If it works, I want to be in a relationship 
with you.”  He is clear: “I am your God and you are my 
people.”  He claims us as his children.  If we choose to be 
in relationship with God, he demands that we invest in the 
relationship.  He demands that we “Remember the Sabbath 
and keep it Holy.”  He expects and demands that we come 
to worship him regularly, that we read and study his word 
daily.  That does not mean I come to worship and praise 
him when I don’t have a better plan for Sunday morning, or 
when my favorite songs are sung, or when I don’t want to 
sleep in.  God’s expectation for us is that we are in worship 
every week.  That is important to our relationship and to 
our continued faith growth and development.   
 

That means that life after confirmation really is about 
continuing to grow in faith and relationship with God—
about praising God—about being a member of a supportive 
community of Christ.  It means that we respond to God’s 
demands on us and we know that we will be gathered in 
worship with each other each week. 
 

Whether you are affirming your baptism, are five, or 
ninety-nine, God expects to meet you in worship on Sunday 
mornings.  Worship attendance directly reflects our 
relationship with God and our desire to continue in 
relationship with God after confirmation.  It is our prayer 

Lock-In 
Fri., May 2, 8:00 PM—Sat., May 3, 8:00 AM 
We’ll play some “Wii”, enjoy each other, have some 
food, play games, and watch a movie or two.  Sign-up 
Cost:  $5 per person  
 

Cabin Weekend 
Thursday, July 17—Sun., July 20 - Come with us to 
the Fairchild-Ehm Cabin near Melrose, MN.  We will 
fish, canoe, kayak, wake surf, kneeboard, ski, tube, 
maybe even play a game or two.   
Cost: $50.00  Sign-up with Audrey 
 

Confirmation Camp 
Bay Lake Camp near Brainerd, MN 
July 21st—July 25th (Sunday—Wednesday) 
Cost: $250.00 (including transportation) 

Junior High Youth Events 

May 2008 

We are putting together a weekly golf outing for Jr. 
and Sr. High youth this summer.  If interested contact 
Audrey. 

Golf for Jr. and Sr. High  

Senior High Youth Events 

that each of you will join us in worship!  We will see you 
there!  We will be there to support and encourage you in 
your faith growth and development.  Come worship God! 

Breakfast Club 
Sundays 9:30 AM 
In the Youth Room 

 

Bay Lake Mission Trip - Sun., July 27—Sat., Aug. 
2.  We will be building decks. Cost: $260.00   
Sign up with Audrey 
 

Cabin Weekend - Thurs., Aug. 7—Sun., Aug. 10 
Come with us to the Fairchild-Ehm Cabin near 
Melrose, MN.  We will fish, canoe, kayak, wake surf, 
kneeboard, ski, tube, maybe even play a game or two. 
Cost: $50.00  Sign-up with Audrey    
 

Boundary Waters Canoe Trip 
If interested in a canoe trip, we can make one happen. 
So contact Pastor Andrew or Audrey.  
Date and cost TBA 



Older Kids 

Building Renewal Committee 

Women’s Bible Study at Prince of Peace   
Please join any of the bible studies at any time.  
Everyone is welcome. 
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Martha Circle 
Second Monday at 1:00pm, May 12 
Hostess:  Lorraine Storer   486-7217 
Leader: Lorraine Storer 

Rebecca Circle 
Second Monday at 7:30pm, May 12 
Hostess: TBA 
Leader: Carol Swanson 

Lydia Circle 
Second Tuesday at 9:30am, May 13 
Hostess: Maria Larson  653-9108 
Leader: Judy Cady 

Ruth Circle 
Second Tuesday at 7:30pm May 13 
Hostess:  TBA  
Leader: TBA      

Women of the Well Circle 
Second Tuesday at 9:30am, May 13 
Hostess: Ruth Hagander  484-7394 
Leader: Mazie Niebeling 

Thursday, May 8 
Lunch at Mai Village, a Vietnamese restaurant.   

The owner has an extensive gallery upstairs that we 
will also see.  We will meet at the church at  

11:30 to board our bus and return about 2:30.   
Lunch cost is on your own and the bus fee is $14.00. 

Unique, fun, interesting.  Please join us.   
Invite a friend! 

Ok’s Ok’s 

The Building Renewal Committee 
continues to meet weekly to 
develop a plan for the renewal of 
the Prince of Peace campus.  
Notes from meetings are available 
in the church office. 

 
Please take the time to read the Prince of Peace 
Building Renewal News—April 2008 that is inserted 
in this month’s Vine.  If you have any questions 
please contact one of the committee members. 
 
The Building Renewal Committee will be holding a  
meeting to provide the congregation with an update 
on Building renewal along with a Q&A on Sunday 
May 18 at the adult education hour. 

Prince of Peace 
Building Renewal 

Befrienders 
 Tuesday, May 27 at 7:00pm 

What to Say (and What Not to Say) 
Group Conversation—Sharing Words that have been 

Helpful and Hurtful 

Women of the ELCA 2008-2009  
Bible Study Preparation 
THE HIDDEN HAND OF GOD: WISDOM 
STORIES FROM RUTH, DANIEL, AND 
ESTHER  
This seminar is designed to provide an in-depth 
introduction to the September through May study for 
the Women of the ELCA Lutheran Church in 
America.  
Seminar Leaders: 
Dr. Ann Fritschel, associate professor of Hebrew 
Bible,Wartburg Theological Seminary 
Dr. Gwen Sayler, professor of Hebrew Bible, 
Wartburg Theological Seminary  
Tuition:  $60 
Class Times: 
Mon., 1 - 8:30 p.m. and Tues., 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  

Yoga Devotion combines the fitness 
of yoga with the spiritual practice of  

Christian devotions. 
 

Mondays 6-7 pm in the gym.   
8-week session  - May 5-June 30 Cost: $50  

Instructor:  Jessica Ostendorf 
More info at www.yogadevotion.com  

Yoga Devotion—next session 

Applewood Pointe of Roseville 
Persons over 55 who are interested in learning more 
about a cooperative community, and touring the 
building, are invited to attend an Open House at 
APPLEWOOD POINTE of Roseville, 1480 
Applewood Court, on Tues., May 20, from 2-4. Please 
RSVP to Donna (644-6432) or Joyce (484-5484) 
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May 4 – Health Healthy Congregations.  
Anita Beste reviews dynamics of a healthy 
congregation. 
 
May 11 – The Current Day Holy Land 
Marie Olson recounts highlights of her recent visit to 
the Holy Land. 
 
May 18 - Building Renewal Committee Update  
The Building Renewal Committee will provide the 
congregation with an update on Building renewal 
along with a Q&A. 

Prince of Peace Sunday Forums 9:30am 
A Minnesota Without Poverty 
Metro Gathering of A Minnesota Without Poverty 
May 1, 7:00-8:30 p.m., Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer, 285 Dale, St. Paul. For information visit 
www.mnwithoutpoverty.org. The program will 
include: 
• Gathering and Connecting 
• “Close the Gap” documentary—Class Disparities 
• Legislative Commission to End Poverty Update 
• Celebration of future relationship with Minnesota 

Council of Churches 
• Taking Action to Make a Difference 
Special guests are Gregory Gray, director, Legislative 
Commission to End Poverty; Chris Morton, —
director, program development, Minnesota Council 
of Churches; and Lucy Swift, director, partnership 
development, Twin Cities Public Television. 

Social Concerns 

The date has been set for the Eighth Annual 
Tanzanian Dinner.   
It will be held on November 9, 2008. 

Eighth Annual Tanzanian Dinner 

China Service Ventures 
3rd Annual Benefit Gala for China Service Ventures 
When:  May 3, 2008  5:30-8:30pm 
Where:  St. Anthony Park Lutheran Church 
2323 Como Avenue, St. Paul, MN 
For more information call 651-659-1396  

 

 

 

 
 
In June 2008, 13 members of Prince of Peace will be 
visiting our companion congregation in 
Bomalang’ombe, Tanzania. 
 

In 2006 we made bookmarks…they were a big hit 
and enjoyed by  men, women and children.  We 
would like to bring bookmarks again this year from 
the members of Prince of Peace. 
 

We need approximately 1000 bookmarks!   
 

Committees, Sunday School Classes, Small Groups 
and Individuals are invited to make bookmarks – any 
type of bookmark will do!  
 

The picture below was taken at a preaching point in 
2006. 

2008 Tanzanian Trip 

2008 Tanzanian Trip—Ice Cream Social 

Sunday Afternoon 
May 4, 2008 
2:30 to 4:30 

 
FREE WILL OFFERING   

     to help defray expenses of sending  
Pastor Andrew to Tanzania in June to visit                

        the Iringa Diocese and our companion  
           congregation at Bomalang’ombe.   

 
We will also be making bookmarks to take with us.  

Please join us! 
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Please deliver   

by  May 1 

Thank you! 

Time Value       Z-MN-55          Pub. by Prince of Peace 

Mail or drop this entire page to the office (include the mailing label above). 

Changes to your personal information?  Please let Prince of 
Peace know. 
Name:          
Address:          
Phone:       
Work phone:      
E-mail address:         
Note to the office 

Time and Talents survey 
 

It is time to update our time and talent information.   
 

We are asking everyone to go to the Prince of Peace website to complete the 
form on-line.  If we have not received the form from you by June 1 you will 
receive the form in the mail.   
 

No computer? Stop into the office and you can use the office computer to 
complete the form.   

I think the time is here to invite 
people to experience a taste of 
tithing. One time, virtually 
painless! Let’s invite our people to 
take 10 percent of that unexpected 
windfall of $300 or $600 and give 
it to God—specifically, to wherever 
they sense the spirit of God doing 
things in the world, to whatever 
gives them joy in recognizing or 
supporting. It might be the local 
congregation. It might be a specific 

ministry, particularly ministry to 
the poor, the consistent concern of 
the early New Testament church: 
food pantries, world hunger, 
companion congregations, the 
possibilities are endless. (If all 
members of the ELCA did a simple 
tithe, $100 million would 
immediately flow into these 
ministries!)  
 

Invite your people to make this the 
first check they write after 

receiving their stimulus check. Get 
$600 in the mail one day, write a 
$60 check the next. The joy of 
giving might be discovered. It 
might occur to some that they really 
hadn’t planned on any of it, and 
maybe they should give it all away. 
Pass it on. Pay it forward. 
Economic stimulus becomes 
spiritual stimulus. Both our 
economy and our spirits surge! 
An unexpected blessing. A 
teachable moment.    
 
BISHOP PETER ROGNESS 

The Way It Looks from Here  
(An excerpt from An occasional e-letter from Peter Rogness 


